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atrical servants of the Lord Admiral had the honour
to be taken into the service of Henry Frederick,
Prince of Wales3.

In 1592, the Earl of Hertford entertained a com-
pany of theatrical servants, who have left few mate-
rials for the theatrical remembrancer.

In 1593, the Earl of Pembroke sheltered, in the
same manner, under his protection, a company of
persons, who equally made a profession of acting,
as a mode of livelihood, and who were more desirous
of profit, than emulous of praise. This company
began to play at The Rose, on the 28th of October,
1660.

The Earl of Worcester had also a company of
theatrical servants, who, at the accession of King
James, had the honour to be entertained by Queen
Anne, in the same capacity.

Thus, we see, in this slight enumeration, fifteen
distinct companies of players; who, during the pro-
tracted reign of Elizabeth, and in the time of Shak-
speare, successively gained a scanty subsistence, by
lascivious pleasing. The demise of the Queen
brought along with it the dissolution of those compa-
nies, as retainers to the great: And, we shall find,
that the accession of King James gave rise to a the-
atrick policy, of a different kind. The act of par-
liament 4, which took away from private persons the

life: visiting the good; and receiving the visits of the great. In
the course of my theatrical researches, I have often observed, that
charity is the last act of a player.

3 We may learn from Birch's Life of Prince Henry, Appx.
p. &55, the names of his players :

Thomas Towne              Anthony Jeffes

Thomas Downton           Edward Colbrande

William Byrde               William Parre

Samuel Rowley              Richard Pry one

Edward Jubye               William Stratford

Charles Massye             Francis Grace

Humphrey Jeffes         .   John Shanke*
. * I James I. ch. vii.